GOLETA

GAZETTE

Volume 25, No. 1

February 2004

John Buttny
believes that
we need to
understand the
capacity of our
local
resources.

CGV Endorses John Buttny
for 3rd District Supervisor

Again we find that all of Santa Barbara
County is looking to the 3rd District Super-
visor race to see what the future holds for
the county. Again the winner of this seat
will likely act as the swing vote in numer-
ous 3-2 votes that will determine the future
of our environment, neighborhoods, and
the very livability of our communities. And
again, it is up to each 3rd District voter to
stand up and be counted in order to
choose our future.

CGV whole-heartedly endorses John
Buttny for Supervisor. The choice between
the two major candidates in this race is
clear, as it often is in the ongoing battle for
control of the Board of Supervisors. Each
candidate has a public service record that
speaks volumes.

John Buttny has served as assistant
for the last 18 years to Supervisors Wal-
lace and Marshall. In this role, he has

Ellwood Devereux Joint

Proposal — Moving Forward

The Ellwood Devereux Joint Proposal
(El Dev) has 4 main components: the Envi-
ronmental Impact Reports (EIR) for devel-
opment at Ocean Meadows (county),
UCSB (self-review), and Ellwood (City of
Goleta), and the Open Space Habitat and
Management Plan (OSHMP). The OSHMP
looks at habitat protection and recreational
access to the area from the west side of
Isla Vista to the west side of Santa Bar-
bara Shores Park. URS, the project con-
sultants, released a preliminary draft last
fall, which mapped environmentally sensi-
tive habitat, current and proposed trails,
parking lots and other amenities. A more

(see “Ellwood” on pg. 2)

played a critical
role in success-
fully  preserving
our  agricultural
heritage and
open space, pro-
tecting our
oceans and
beaches from
more oil drilling
and our commu-
nites from on-
shore oil activi-
ties, improving our air and water quality,
defending our oaks from massive destruc-
tion and avoiding urban sprawl while man-
aging growth and development. He now
stands ready to continue that commitment
as Supervisor.

John Buttny believes that we need to
understand the capacity of our local re-
sources so that we do not develop our
community beyond what can be supported
by our available natural resources and
public services. As Supervisor, he will en-
sure that residents are involved in decid-
ing local issues such as land use, waste
disposal and housing development. He
will protect productive agricultural lands
from being rezoned for increased develop-
ment. He will fight to keep the County fis-
cally strong in the face of financial crisis at

(see “3rd District” on pg. 2)
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3rd District

(from pg. 1)

the State level, and his fiscal priorities will
include ensuring that our emergency re-
sponse capabilities are not cut, and that
public health services and the social wel-
fare safety net are kept as whole as possi-
ble.

In stark contrast, Brooks Firestone has
a very different record. In his last term in
the Assembly, the League of Conservation
Voters rated his environmental voting re-
cord at 43%, due to his votes on pesti-
cides, water, endangered species, recy-
cling, and oil spills protection. This isn’t just
a failing grade, it's a miserable failure!

Based on this terrible record, it is not
surprising -that Firestone is supported by
the very County Supervisors who put Go-
leta on a fast growth track in the 1980s by
approving over 2 million square feet of
commercial/industrial construction in Go-
leta from 1980 to 1987. They did so de-
spite Goleta Water District’s moratorium on
new water hook-ups due to an overdrafted
groundwater basin.

The resulting construction of commer-
cial/industrial space without any new resi-
dential building created the huge jobs/
housing imbalance that we now have on

the South Coast. The Supervisors in office
at that time, David Yeager, Robert
Kallman, Dewayne Holmdahl, and Harell
Fletcher, all support Brooks Firestone.

Even in the current campaign, Fire-
stone has shown a Jeckle-and-Hyde type
of behavior. On one hand he tries to cast
himself as the nice guy, bridge-builder,
etc. However, at the same time he is en-
gaging in a strange smear-oriented cam-
paign against his opponents. His tactics in-
clude mud-slinging mailings, deceptive
telephone “push polls” conveying false in-
formation, and phony “neighbor” letters
written and paid for by his campaign.
Rather than communicating his plan (if
any) for the county, Firestone is spending
an incredible amount of his campaign re-
sources talking about “building bridges”,
while simultaneously sabotaging any hope
of bridging the gap between north and
south in the 3rd District and in the county.

John Buttny has the experience, the
vision, and the integrity we need on the
Board of Supervisors. The choice is clear.
You must take responsibility for your fu-
ture, for our future. You must make your
voice heard by voting on March 2. <

Ellwood

(from pg. 1)

comprehensive draft will be forthcoming.

The EIRs are due out in mid March
2004. Ocean Meadows (OM) is proposing
to develop 32 single-family homes and a
two-story 5,000 sq ft maintenance building
on their southeast corner, and 22 apart-
ments on the northeast corner. 16 parking
spaces and a restroom will be provided for
public access. The remaining golf course
property will be re-zoned from residential to
recreation.

UCSB’s proposal has two projects, A
and B. A proposes to build 236 faculty
housing units north of Ocean Meadows,
and 151 family student housing units along
Storke Road and Whittier Drive, east of OM.
The South parcel and the West Campus

Bluffs would become permanent open
space. Project B would develop 207 fac-
ulty-housing units south of OM, and 84
family student-housing units along Storke
Road. Both projects include a 14,000 sq ft
community building with meeting, recrea-
tion and laundry facilities, a 7,360 sq ft
maintenance building, and play areas. Pro-
ject A includes habitat restoration, public
trails and access improvements, but Pro-
ject B does not.

The Ellwood proposal shifts the Mon-
arch Point development to the northwest
corner of Santa Barbara Shores Park. A
maximum of 78 single-family, gated homes
are proposed. The bluffs would be gifted to

(see “More Ellwood” on pg. 3)
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Oil Issues Coming Your Way

Overcoming oil company lobbyists,
Hannah-Beth Jackson’s bill (AB 16) requir-
ing that any new oil development MUST
transport the oil by pipeline was signed
into law! Venoco is the only company cur-
rently barging oil, and if they succeed in
expanding the drilling on Platform Holly,
barging will stop. Many thanks to Assem-
bly member Jackson for her work.

CGV is monitoring three oil develop-
ment projects currently being pursued by
Venoco. One is the Venoco Paredon Pro-
ject, which proposes to develop 3 leases
from its onshore production facility in the
city of Carpinteria. The Environmental

More Ellwood

(from pg. 2)

the city from the Trust for Public Land, after
the $20.4 million has been secured.

These three projects are being pre-
sented together to pass muster at the Cali-
fornia Coastal Commission, which favors
habitat protection and public access. The
county seems to be emphasizing access,
while environmentalists are prioritizing habi-
tat protection over access, in conformance
with the Coastal Act. But the most contro-
versial aspect of the proposal is the devel-
opment in wetlands and wetland buffer ar-
eas by UCSB. It is their hope that the bene-
fits of a large, contiguous, protected open
space will offset the prohibition of wetland
destruction. These benefits will largely be
described in the OSHMP, which will need a
stable, long-term funding mechanism to be
effective.

What will be the benefits? The impacts?
If we allow development in wetlands, will it
set a precedent for the county? For the
state? How can this process promote an in-
formed dialog between the various inter-
ests? CGV will be asking for meetings that
give us an opportunity to really explore how
to weight the benefits and impacts of this
proposal. This project is an enormously ex-
citing opportunity for the community! But it
is up to all of us to join in some aspect of
this process to support environmental pro-
tection and meaningful mitigation, and en-
sure the best possible project. <*

Coalition (of which CGV is a member) is
providing support for the Carpinteria Valley
Association to oppose this development.
To date, Venoco's application is incom-
plete. The second of Venoco’s projects is
the expansion of the Ellwood Field into two
leases quitclaimed to the state to offset the
development impacts from a project in
Long Beach. To date, a complete applica-
tion has not been submitted.

The third Venoco project is the lease
renewal for the marine terminal off Sands
Beach (Coal Oil Point). Venoco has had a
month-to-month lease from the State
Lands Commission (SLC) since Venoco
bought the Ellwood Oil Facilities. This year,
SLC is taking the renewal seriously, and
an EIR will be prepared to evaluate this
project. A single-hulled barge loads up
60,000 barrels of oil every two weeks, right
off a beach that is rich in habitat as well as
a popular recreation spot. This will be an
opportunity for the community to scrutinize
this operation and request any changes
that could make it safer. The scoping hear-
ing will probably be this March. Send CGV
your email address to receive updates on
this issue!

Now to end this update on a piece of
good news... Venoco recently quitclaimed
lease 208 back to the state because it did-
n't seem to be worth the investment to de-
velop. Now this lease will become part of
the sanctuary, never to be leased again.
YAY!I! ¢
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Please add me to the Goleta Gazette mailing list!

interested in the following issues:

Political campaigns

Venoco's Platform Holly problems / General oil development & monitoring issues
Goleta zoning and planning issues (City of Goleta or SB County)

Goleta Water District / general water supply issues

Specific development proposal:
Working to buy and preserve local open space through the Goleta Valley Land Trust

| want to help! | will:
(J Stuff envelopes / prepare Gazette mailings
(] Distribute Gazettes by dropping them on doorsteps
() Write letters/email, or testify in person at hearings
(J Help pay the costs of publishing the Gazette by making a contribution of:
() $100 (J$50 (%25 [(J$15 () Other: $

Note: Contributions to Citizens for Goleta Valley are not deductible as charitable donations for tax purposes.
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Name: Phone:
Address:
If your total contributions are $100 or more this year, we must have the following information:
This newsletter is printed on Occupatlon:
recycled paper (of course!
yeled paper ( ) Employer:

Please recycle it when
you're done.
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Business Address:

Cut this form out, and mail it to us at: Citizens for Goleta Valley
P.O. Box 1564
Goleta, CA 93116-1564




